MEDIA RELEASE
ChilOut, 21 May 2003

GOVERNMENT BLATANTLY IGNORES CHILD ABUSE

ChilOut (Children Out of Detention) has today released its report, The Heart of a Nation's Existence, which outlines publicly available, overwhelming and damning evidence that immigration detention centres damage children and that the previous government contractor ACM (Australasian Correctional Management) which managed the mainland centres until recently, did not meet the minimum standards of its contract.

The Report supports evidence presented in the ABC’s Four Corner’s program on Monday, 19 May 2003, about conditions at the Woomera IDC prior to its closing.  However the Report documents evidence that children are at risk in every immigration detention setting in Australia, that the Government is aware of this situation and that they have failed to act in the interests of children. 
There is no evidence that the Department of Immigration Migration and Indigenous Affairs imposed any penalties on ACM for recorded breaches of their contract. The contract was not cancelled and ACM were even shortlisted as a possible company to continue management of centres throughout Australia.
The main findings of the Report include:

1.
Children living in Australia’s immigration detention centres are regularly exposed to incidences of extreme violence under ACM’s management;

2.
Children living in immigration detention are at risk, and living in conditions Australians would find totally unacceptable for children and that breech both Australian and international law; 

3.
That ACM failed to fulfill many of its contractual obligations in relation to the care and protection of detainees; and

4.
That the Government appears to have failed to oblige ACM to fulfill the terms of its contract.
The Report includes specific examples of likely breaches of the terms of ACM's contract, recommendations towards improving the current detention system and alternatives to detention.
While ChilOut is pleased that ACM was not successful in its bid to continue to run the centres Group 4 Flack, the new contractor, is the parent company of ACM. This raises the question of whether Group 4's practices will significantly different from ACM and how the Government will ensure that the new contractor will actually fulfill the terms of their contract.  Ultimately any private company is concerned with the bottom line.  This is incompatible with the care and protection of children who have experienced trauma, whether in their homeland, on their journey to Australia or in detention, where most are held for an average of 18 months. 

"Millions of dollars are spent constructing detention centres and paying this company to manage them very poorly." said national ChilOut Co-ordinator, Dianne Hilles.

"There are alternative ways to look after children with their families without locking them in the centres. Two of those ways are outlined in the Report. The Government can still protect our borders, discourage people smuggling and look after security concerns while giving a normal community and family setting to children."

"By placing children in detention the Government breeches Australian and international law.  Its family policies ring hollow as it contracts out work to a company used to dealing with adult criminals rather than traumatized children, innocent of any crime," said Dianne Hilles
"Detention centres are no place for children. Let children and their families live in the community and spend the millions of dollars saved on preventing child abuse and improving the lives of children in Australia and overseas. Spend it on anything, but don't spend it on locking up and abusing children," said Dianne Hilles
ChilOut calls on the Minister for Immigration, responsible for detention centre conditions and legal guardian to unaccompanied children living in detention, to free the children and their parents immediately or resign.
Full report is available at http://www.chilout.org/

For further comments please contact Dianne Hiles, ChilOut Co-ordinator, 0425 244 667.  For details about The Heart of a Nations Existence please contact Mary Quilty (02) 6257 0803 

