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PRESS RELEASE 19/2004

STAND UP FOR REFUGEES RALLY

A broad cross-section of Australian society will rally at Parliament House at lunchtime today to maintain public awareness of refugee and detention issues. Thousands of refugee supporters will ask politicians to use their commonsense and compassion in the next parliamentary term.
The crowd at the “Stand Up for Refugees” will represent the thousands of Australians who care about this issue and are swelling in numbers. They simply demand humane and dignified treatment of asylum seekers and respect for their human rights. The return of the Coalition Government does not give it a mandate for human rights abuses. 

When: Tuesday, 16 November 2004. Arrive at 12pm for music/entertainment. From 12:30–1:30pm speakers address the audience.  The crowd will march away from Parliament House at 1:30pm. 

Where: Parliament House, Canberra – front lawn.

Who: Riz Wakil (Afghan refugee), Joseph Perieris (Sri Lankan asylum seeker), Merlin Luck, Tony Kevin, Senator Bob Brown, Senator Linda Kirk, ChilOut Ambassadors, refugee advocates.

Background: The recent federal election has encouraged refugee supporters from around the country to send a strong message to Parliament on its first sitting day, inviting parliamentarians to join them in standing up for refugees’ human rights. 

The rally will call for:

(
An end to mandatory indefinite detention and the release of all asylum seekers in detention.

(
Permanent protection and citizenship – an end to temporary and bridging visas.

(
An end to the “Pacific Solution” and protection for Nauru detainees.

CONTACTS: ChilOut: Dianne Hiles, 0425 244 667; Refugee Action Coalition: Gillian Davy 0421 109 474; Rural Australians for Refugees: Anne Coombs Anne Coombs (02) 4883-7268 (Tuesday only); Merlin Luck 0433 113 055; Riz Wakil 0405 157 085.
http://www.rac-vic.org/ Refugee Action Coalition

http://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org/ Rural Australian for Refugees

www.chilout.org Children Out of Detention

Order of ceremonies, Parliament Front Lawn, 12:30-1:30pm
	12:30 Intro
	Merlin Luck (MC)

	12.34 speaker
	Sam Watson (Indigenous leader)

	12.39 speaker
	Riz Wakil (Afghan refugee)

	12.45 speakers
	ChilOut (Dianne Hiles and ChilOut Youth Ambassadors)

	12.52 speaker
	RAR (Rob Simpson)

	1.00 speaker
	Senator Bob Brown, Greens

	1.05 speaker
	Senator Linda Kirk, ALP

	1.10 speaker
	Refugee Action Coalition (Gillian Davy)

	1.18 Baxter detainees
	Merlin reads out statement

	1.23 speaker
	Sri Lankan asylum seeker from Melbourne

	1.28 speaker
	Tony Kevin, author 

	1.32 
	Finish and march away from Parliament House


Available for Interview

Refugees

Riz Wakil [0405 157 085] is a 24 year old Afghan refugee and full-time advocate for the rights of refugees. He came to Australia by boat in November 1999 and was detained at Curtin for nine months. In early 2004, Riz was granted permanent protection in Australia. He hopes to sponsor his family here, who have escaped Afghanistan to Pakistan.

Hasan Al-Hasani [03 9402 5966] is a 20 year old Iraqi refugee who was detained at Port Hedland in 2001-2 while an unaccompanied minor. He was a passenger on the ‘Freedom Bus’ that visited detention centred in winter 2002. Hasan is still on a temporary protection visa, which means he cannot sponsor family members to Australia. He survived a horrific car accident in late 2003, which left him quadriplegic. He is completing his HSC by correspondence. [telephone interviews only – not at press conference]

MC - Merlin

Merlin Luck [0433 113 055] is an activist for the rights of refugees. Since bringing some reality to reality TV on ‘Big Brother’, Merlin has been working non-stop public speaking about the treatment of asylum seekers and refugees in our detention centres. 
Refugee Action Coalition (RAC)

Gillian Davy [0421 109 474] has been a member of the Refugee Action Collective, Victoria since the beginning of 2003.  Prior to joining RAC, Gillian helped to organise the successful campaign that stopped RMIT University from tendering to deliver educational programs inside Australian detention centres, and led to the establishment of RMIT's Refugee and Asylum Seeker Project.  She also organised an RMIT conference at the end of 2002 which brought refugee activists from around Australia together to explore the growth and development of the refugee rights movement. Alternative contact: Tony Iltis [0431 609 599].

Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR)

Rob Simpson [(02) 6655 5502] joined RAR in 2001, and with his partner Anne (one of the original Freedom Bus riders), now coordinates the activities of the RAR network from their home base in Bellingen, NSW.  Together, Rob and Anne have worked tirelessly to build the RAR network to the point it is today, and to promote justice and fair treatment for refugees and asylum seekers.  Rob is a long term social activist, having worked extensively with both onshore and offshore refugees, Aboriginal people and other marginalised groups.

The Rural Australians for Refugees network is one of the major advocacy and support groups for refugees and asylum seekers in Australia.  The organisation, now commonly known as RAR, has grown since its inception in 2001 to include ninety groups with a support base of around 15,000 people, working at the local level throughout rural and regional Australia to bring about change in community attitudes towards asylum seekers and refugees. RAR is unique in that it operates almost entirely as a 'virtual' network, connecting its members through e-mail and Internet communications.  In the three years since it was formed, it has also become a powerful national lobby group, basing its demands on a simple 10 Point Charter which includes putting an end to indefinite mandatory detention, ending the Pacific Solution and granting permanent residence to refugees.

Alternative contact: Anne Coombs, co-founder of RAR Anne Coombs (02) 4883-7268 (Tuesday only).
Available for Interview (cont.

Children Out of Detention (ChilOut)

Dianne Hiles [0425 244 667] is one of the group of parents who responded to the August 2001 ABC Four Corners program about six year old Shayan Badraie by forming ChilOut (Children Out Of Detention). ChilOut campaigns for the removal of all children and their carers from immigration detention centres and for a change in the policy that permits such treatment of children. Alternative contact: Alanna Sherry [0417 177 530], ChilOut Coordinator and spokesperson.

ChilOut Young Ambassadors

Julia Goodwin [0410 505 562] is a ChilOut Ambassador, aged 16, in year 11, from Sydney. She recently visited Baxter Detention Centre with fellow-Ambassador Azeena.

Azeena Nuhumaan [0421 876 105] is a 17 year old HSC student at Holroyd High School, Sydney, who came to Australia from Sri Lanka at the age of 10. She has just finished her HSC exams and is Auburn Council's Young Citizen of 2004. She has represented Australia at a human rights conference in Thailand and plans to attend another in New York in 2005.  Azeena recently visited Baxter Detention Centre with Julia. 

William Mudford [0423 445 339] is in year 10 at Lyneham High School in Canberra. When Phillip Ruddock came to Will’s school in September 2003, Will interviewed him and argued passionately for the rights of detained refugees. He is ChilOut’s only ACT Ambassador and is an active member of Canberra Refugee Action Coalition.
Bonne Martinot [0400 184 461], is a 15 year old student at Port Augusta High, SA. She has befriended her refugee classmates from with Baxter and Port  Augusta detention centres.  Bonne has won many awards for her efforts to help her friends in detention. [telephone interviews only]
Joan Cortez-Baird [0438 586 376] is a first year university student from Ulverstone, north-west Tasmania. She is part of the social justice network in her community and the online  advocacy group, ‘Nauruwire’, and writes to many Iraqi and Afghan asylum seekers on Nauru. [telephone interviews only]
More information on Ambassadors here: http://www.chilout.org/information/ambassadors.html 

Children in detention as at 10 November 2004

	Place detained
	No. of kids
	Main nationalities

	Villawood 
	42 children
	Tongan

	Port Augusta Housing Project
	19 children
	Chinese, Iranian

	Nauru 
	16 children
	Iraqi, Afghan

	Home-based detention
	11 children 
	Afghan

	Christmas Island 
	8 children
	Vietnamese

	Maribyrnong 
	2 children
	Fijian

	Baxter
	1 baby
	Afghan

	Unaccompanied children
	5 children
	Afghan

	Source: DIMIA; Minister’s web site
	10 November 
	

	Total:  99 children in detention
	
	


 

ChilOut: Children Out of Detention Now!

ChilOut is a group of parents and citizens opposed to the mandatory imprisonment of children in immigration detention centres in Australia. Our motivation is humanitarian and non-political.

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was ratified by Australia in 1990.  Article 37(b) says “No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily. The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time.” Australia is currently in breach of this obligation.

Asylum seekers are not illegal. Under the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, to which Australia is a signatory, Australia must protect anyone fleeing their home country in fear of persecution. Asylum seekers should be assumed genuine unless proved otherwise. Because asylum seekers are persecuted by their own governments, it is often impossible for them to apply for travel documents in their own country. 

Australia is not being flooded by asylum seekers. Despite the publicity and political point scoring surrounding boat arrivals, the number of asylum applications has actually decreased from 12,366 in 2000 to 5,766 in 2002. By comparison 12,500 tourist visa holders were removed in breach of their visa conditions in 2002-2003.  At any one time, there are 60,000 overstayers illegally living in Australia. Most are British or American. They are not seeking asylum and most are never detained.

Immigration detention is harming children. On 13 May 2004 the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC) report, A last resort? Report of the National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention was tabled in federal parliament. In the report HREOC condemned Australia’s treatment of child detainees as cruel, inhuman and degrading.

www.humanrights.gov.au/human_rights/children_detention_report/report/chap09.htm  

These children become part of our community. As of 15 November 2004 there are 99 children still in immigration detention. Children have been detained in the Pacific island country of Nauru since 2001. The HREOC report pointed out that detention was needless as “92% of all children arriving by boat since 1999 have been recognised by Australian authorities to be refugees.” In the case of Iraqi children the figure is 98%; for Afghan children, it is 95%. All the children detained on Nauru are Afghan or Iraqi.

There is a better way. Australia is the only country in the world that incarcerates children using indefinite, arbitrary, non-reviewable detention. There are many workable international models for the humane processing of asylum seekers. ChilOut believes Australia can do better.  

Want to know more? 

Visit these web sites:

· National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention, including the report “A last resort?” www.humanrights.gov.au/human_rights/children_detention_report/summaryguide 

· Where are kids detained? How many kids? How many babies? How long are they detained? Where are they from? How do they get here? www.humanrights.gov.au/human_rights/children_detention_report/report/chap03.htm 

· Refugee Council of Australia – www.refugeecouncil.org.au
· ChilOut – www.chilout.org  – Contact us via our web site to join our Call to Action mailing list.

Children in Detention – The Numbers

· Over 2000 asylum seeker children detained
The total number of unauthorised arrival children who applied for refugee protection visas between 1 July 1999 and 30 June 2003 was 2,184. These figures do not include children transferred to and detained on Nauru and Manus Island (Papua New Guinea).


· A total of 976 children were in immigration detention in 1999-2000; 1,923 children in 2000-2001; 1,696 children in 2001-2002 and 703 children in 2002-2003. Most of these children arrived by boat.

· Over 90% have received visas so far
Between 1 July 1999 and 30 June 2003, 2,184 children arrived in Australia without a valid visa and sought asylum (unauthorised arrivals) - all these children were held in immigration detention while their refugee status was being determined. More than 92% of these children were found to be refugees and were granted a temporary protection visa. For some nationalities the success rate was even higher (98% Iraqi; 95% Afghan).

· 842 children imprisoned at peak – half at Woomera
The highest number of children in detention at any one time between 1 January 1999 and 1 January 2004 was 842 (on 1 September 2001). Of this number, 456 were at the Woomera detention centre.

· Averaging 20 months behind the razor wire at end 2003
Since 1999, children have been detained for increasingly longer periods of time. By the beginning of 2003, the average detention period for a child in immigration detention was one year, three months and 17 days. As at 26 December 2003, the average length of detention had increased to one year, eight months and 11 days.

· One child spent 66 months in detention
The longest a child has ever been in immigration detention is five years, five months and 20 days. This child and his mother were released from Port Hedland detention centre on 12 May 2000, as refugees. Think about all you’ve done in the past 5 and a half years.

· 3 years on Nauru for children from Afghanistan and Iraq
In November 2004, the 16 detainee children on Nauru had been there for at least 3 years. Most are Iraqi, the rest Afghan.

· Port Augusta children are now in their 5th year of incarceration
In November 2004, there are three asylum seeker families from the Middle East who have been detained for more than four years – first at Curtin and later Port Augusta/Baxter. The fathers are separated from the mothers and children.

· Infants have spent most or all of their lives as prisoners
Some infants (0-4 years) have spent substantial portions of their lives in immigration detention. On 30 June 2000 there were 164 infants in detention. Five of them had spent more than 18 months in detention. On 30 June 2001 there were 144 infants in detention. Two of these children had spent over two and a half years in detention - more than half of their lives.

These statistics are sourced from 'A last resort?' HREOC's Report of the National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention, and ChilOut members who visit detainees.

www.chilout.org

THE REFUGEE CHARTER
“Define us not by our differences 

 but by the principles we share”
1.
Recognition of the inherent dignity and equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.

2 Refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced persons have the right to be treated in accordance with international standards which accord respect to and protection of their fundamental human rights.

3 Everyone has the right to live without fear of persecution and to flee persecution. 

4.
Refugees have the right to seek and enjoy asylum from persecution in another country without having their entry prevented and without being penalised.

5. No refugee or asylum seeker shall be forced to return to a country where he or she might face persecution or torture.

6. Refugees are entitled to the security of an effective and durable solution in the form of voluntary repatriation, local integration or resettlement, within a reasonable time frame.

7. 
The unity of the refugee family is a fundamental right which must be respected.

8. Especially vulnerable members of refugee communities are to be treated with special care and where children are involved, the rights of the child must be paramount.

9. Asylum seekers have a right to have their claims processed through procedures which are transparent, fair and timely. 

10. Asylum seekers are not to be subjected to arbitrary or unreviewed detention.

11. States have a responsibility to create a safe and welcoming environment for refugees, free from xenophobia and discrimination.

12. States have a responsibility to ensure that their refugee policies are ethically sound and consistent with international legal standards.  

The Refugee Charter is an initiative of the Refugee Council of Australia, launched in Refugee Week 2004.
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