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PRESS RELEASE 13/2004

Free ALL the kids, Minister

Yesterday the Minister for Immigration Amanda Vanstone declared that there was only one child left in immigration detention. 

The Minister’s figure does not include children detained in Nauru, Christmas Island, Port Augusta, Maribyrnong or Villawood detention centres. It does not include children who arrived by plane. It does not include children who have not sought political asylum. 

ChilOut keeps up to date statistics of children in immigration detention, obtained from the Minister’s web site and Senate Estimates questions to officials. Today there are at least 79 children detained in secure facilities.

Babies in Villawood, Nauru and Baxter have spent their entire lives behind razor wire. 

The children on Nauru - there will be 19 still there after next week's transfers have been completed - have been detained for at least 30 months.

ChilOut calls for the immediate release of all children from immigration detention because locking up babies and children – any children  – is obscene.

There are 30 children incarcerated in Villawood Immigration Detention Centre, Sydney, and several have been there for 2 years. There is a family of mother and three children who have been in Villawood for 2 years. There is a little girl of two and a half who has lived her entire life behind the razor wire in Villawood.

In Port Augusta, there are many children detained for over three years and some for longer than four. Two families have been detained for more than 4 years, firstly in Curtin. They are now separated from their fathers and live in a less hostile detention centre that forbids men over the age of 18. They are all asylum seekers who arrived by boat.  They include parents and the following children:

2 yr old girl (born in detention), 4 yr old girl, 6 yr old girl, 9 yr old boy

12 yr old girl, 17 yr old boy

CONTACT: Alanna Sherry, 0417 177 530.
ChilOut (Children Out Of Detention) is a group of parents and citizens opposed to the mandatory detention of children in Australian immigration detention centres. 
www.chilout.org
