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Children Out of Detention 
6 October 2004

PRESS RELEASE 16/2004

COALITION STILL LYING ABOUT KIDS IN DETENTION

Coalition MPs in marginal seats are lying about the number of children in detention. On Radio National last Sunday, Phillip Barresi, Member for Deakin, stated that there was only one child left in detention.  The following day on 4 Corners, Greg Hunt, Member for Flinders, stated that “is now only one child in mainland detention. This is down from 156, I believe in 1996.”

FACT: there are currently 86 children held in immigration detention.

FACT: there were 842 children in detention in September 2001.

	Place detained
	No. of children

	Villawood detention centre
	29 children

	Port Augusta detention centre
	17 children

	Nauru detention centre
	16 children

	Christmas Island detention centre
	11 children

	Home detention
	11 children 

	Baxter detention centre
	1 child

	Maribyrnong detention centre
	1 child

	Total: 86 children held in various places of detention

(75 of them in prisons with guards)


 

Peter Costello MP has also repeatedly stated that there are two children in detention. ChilOut spokesperson Dianne Hiles said, “ If we can’t even rely on the Treasurer to get the figures right, what hope is there for the rest of the Government?”

CONTACTS: Dianne Hiles, 0425 244 667; Alanna Sherry 0417 177 530.

ChilOut (Children Out Of Detention) is a group of parents and citizens opposed to the mandatory detention of children in Australian immigration detention centres. 

www.chilout.org
