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Children Out of Detention 
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PRESS RELEASE 17/2004

HIGH COURT DECISION ON DETENTION OF CHILDREN

ChilOut is saddened to hear the confirmation from the High Court of Australia yesterday that the indefinite detention of children is legal under Australian law. Despite claims from Coalitions MPs during the election campaign that there are only two children left in detention, there are still well over 80 children in immigration detention. Moreover, under the current law, nothing is to stop the government imprisoning hundreds more children and their families.

There are currently 87 children held in immigration detention:

	Place detained
	No. of children

	Villawood detention centre
	30 children

	Port Augusta detention centre
	17 children

	Nauru detention centre
	16 children

	Christmas Island detention centre
	11 children

	Home detention
	11 children 

	Baxter detention centre
	1 child

	Maribyrnong detention centre
	1 child

	Total: 87 children held in various places of detention

(76 of them in prisons with guards)


 

“Locking up children is obscene,” ChilOut spokesperson Dianne Hiles said. “The new government must immediately amend the Migration Act to render the detention of children and their parents illegal, in line with international law.”

CONTACTS: Dianne Hiles, 0425 244 667; Alanna Sherry 0417 177 530.

ChilOut (Children Out Of Detention) is a group of parents and citizens opposed to the mandatory detention of children in Australian immigration detention centres. 

www.chilout.org
