Children Out of Detention
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9 June 2005

PRESS RELEASE 3/2005

Children As Human Shields Protest: Friday lunchtime at Martin Place

ChilOut will stage an awareness-raising event tomorrow lunchtime in Martin Place, to highlight the plight of 68 children in immigration detention. Supporters will don human shields with the faces of current child detainees.

Where: Martin Place, Sydney, between Pitt and Castlereagh Streets

When: 12 midday – 2pm, Friday 10 June 2005

Speakers: Virginia and 3 year old Naomi Leong (mother and daughter recently released from Villawood), Dr Louise Newman, Merlin Luck, former detainee Afghan teenagers Najeeba Wazefadost and Sayed Reza Moosawi, Sister Susan Connolly.

One year has passed since the Human Rights Commissioner’s deadline for the release of all children from immigration detention centres yet there remain 68 children in immigration detention - in Baxter, Port Augusta, Christmas Island, Nauru, Maribyrnong and Villawood detention centres.  

This includes seven babies who have been detained since birth.

ChilOut spokesperson, Dianne Hiles, appealed today to Minister Vanstone to release all 68 children immediately, together with their parents. “It is irrelevant whether the families have arrived by boat or aeroplane. Children must not be detained full stop – that is international law, and Australia has agreed to abide by it. They must never be discriminated against on the grounds of their parents’ immigration status. All children are entitled to the same treatment.”

The Immigration Minister announced today that she would build a new detention centre – for families but excluding fathers – in Sydney’s Villawood. “The last thing we need is another detention centre,” Ms Hiles said. “Senator Vanstone should be closing them down, not building new ones.”

BACKGROUND

One year after the passing of the Human Rights Commissioner’s deadline for the release of all children from detention, the Government is still ignoring the key recommendations of his National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention report, A Last Resort?, namely:

1. Children should be released from detention centres and residential housing projects within four weeks of the tabling of the report (i.e. by no later than 10 June 2004);

2. Australia's laws should incorporate a presumption against the detention of children.
Ms Hiles said, “Those who share ChilOut’s abhorrence of this sickening policy carried out in our name must join us tomorrow in demanding its immediate end.”

CONTACTS: Dianne Hiles, 0425 244 667; Alanna Sherry 0417 177 530.

www.chilout.org






PAGE  
2

