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Aussie Kids ‘ChilOut’ with Minister Vanstone

Eight teenage Ambassadors for ChilOut will visit Parliament House on Thursday 11 March to ask politicians to release all children from immigration detention. 

Hannah, 16, from rural Victoria, is one of the Ambassadors and is very excited. “I feel like I am finally getting to do something that I've waited for ages to do, to talk directly to the people who are responsible for all I've witnessed in these camps. It’s still sinking in really that I will be going to Canberra,” she says. 

“I guess a turning point for me was my first visit to Baxter,” says Hannah, “I left the centre with a feeling of disbelief and an urge to change it in any way possible. To actually stand in front of a detention centre makes it all very real, it was a daunting experience.”

The other young Ambassadors come from places as diverse as Wagga Wagga, NSW, to Ulverstone, Tasmania. Three of them are refugees from Afghanistan, and two are former detainees.  

The ChilOut Ambassadors will have breakfast with the Minister for Immigration, Senator Amanda Vanstone, and then meet the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Larry Anthony MP as well as the shadow ministers, Stephen Smith MP and Senator Jacinta Collins. 

Hannah is going to ask Senator Vanstone to release her friend in Nauru, who is also 16 –years old. “I would like to bring his photo and story and let the politicians know that we would be willing to have him live with us as our brother and son.” 

Hannah and the other Ambassadors will present signatures from over 5,000 Australian children – calling for a permanent end to the detention of children and their families – to Senator Andrew Bartlett and Tanya Plibersek MP, who will table the petition in Parliament. 

Hannah was also a Girlfriend of the Year finalist 2003 in Girlfriend magazine, for her work helping refugees and is a member of many local support groups. “Childhood is meant to be such a happy and free time with very little worry,” says Hannah. “Adolescence is meant to be a time of gained independence.  We are robbing children of this; how can you feel independent or free in detention? These children make me so feel so lucky to have what I do – my freedom.”
DIARY NOTE:
1pm, ChilOut Ambassadors available to answer questions in Committee Room 2R1.

After question time: Ambassadors available for photos outside Parliament House.
CONTACT: Dianne Hiles, 0425 244 667 or Jessica Perini, 0410 507 137.

ChilOut (Children Out Of Detention) is a group of parents and citizens opposed to the mandatory detention of children in Australian immigration detention centres. There are more than 150 children in immigration detention today. 

www.chilout.org
