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Aussie Kids ‘ChilOut’ with Minister Vanstone

Eight teenage Ambassadors for ChilOut will visit Parliament House on Thursday 11 March to ask politicians to release all children from immigration detention. 

Joan, 17, who has just started university, says, “I feel excited and anxious and so privileged to be part of this opportunity.” Joan, who hails from Ulverstone, northwest Tasmania, is part of the social justice network in her community and the online advocacy group, ‘Nauruwire’. 

The other young Ambassadors come from places as diverse as Port Augusta, SA, to Wagga Wagga, NSW. Three of them are refugees from Afghanistan, and two are former detainees.  

The ChilOut Ambassadors will have breakfast with the Minister for Immigration, Senator Amanda Vanstone, and then meet the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Larry Anthony MP as well as the shadow ministers, Stephen Smith MP and Senator Jacinta Collins. 

Joan is keen to ask Senator Vanstone, “if she is aware of positive outcomes of alternatives to mandatory detention and why she keeps insisting on mandatory detention when it is clearly harming asylum seekers and wasting taxpayers’ money.”
Joan and the other Ambassadors will present signatures from over 5,000 Australian children – calling for a permanent end to the detention of children and their families - to Senator Andrew Bartlett and Tanya Plibersek MP, who will table the petition in Parliament. 

DIARY NOTE:
1pm, ChilOut Ambassadors available to answer questions in Committee Room 2R1.

After question time: Ambassadors available for photos outside Parliament House.
CONTACT: Dianne Hiles, 0425 244 667 or Jessica Perini, 0410 507 137.

ChilOut (Children Out Of Detention) is a group of parents and citizens opposed to the mandatory detention of children in Australian immigration detention centres. 

There are more than 150 children in immigration detention today.

www.chilout.org
