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ChilOut (Children Out of Detention) Plans Fun Run Protest to Celebrate the Freedom to Run (For Some!)

It is Happy 33rd Birthday to Sydney’s City to Surf Fun Run that celebrates families, fitness, sport, community spirit and the freedom to run across the City of Sydney, from leafy Hyde Park to Bondi Beach.  Yet so many are still denied this pleasure. 

Only 25 kilometres away in Sydney’s West, 23 children remain incarcerated in Villawood Detention Centre.  Across Australia and on the island of Nauru hundreds more struggle through the hopelessness and boredom of each day. 

When runners take to the streets on Sunday, August 10, ChilOut, which advocates for the release of all children from immigration detention, will be taking part in a passive, visual protest along the route. Posters with simple pictures and messages will remind everyone that behind the beauty of Sydney lies a dark place that destroys the souls and damages the psyches of children and their parents who have sought our protection from evil regimes, such as the ones against which Australia recently went to war. 

Dianne Hiles, ChilOut National Co-ordinator, asks participants and spectators of the Fun Run to,

“Remember the children suffering as a result of the Australian Government’s policy of mandatory, indefinite, non-reviewable detention.  August 13 marks ChilOut’s second birthday. There are children still detained who were imprisoned when we came into being. We are not ‘relaxed and comfortable’ about this.”

ChilOut calls on the Australian Government to allow children and their parents who seek asylum in Australia to be granted the right to live in the community until their applications are processed. 

“ChilOut is a ‘mums and dads’ group of caring citizens, from all walks of life. We can’t conveniently be written off as the ‘feral left’,” says Dianne Hiles. 

Open your hearts on Sunday, August 10.  Reflect on the freedoms you enjoy and think of the devastating effects of what is being done in our name to the most vulnerable, precious segment of any population – the children.

For further comment or information about ChilOut, please contact:

Dianne Hiles, 0425 244 667

Jo Gow, 0412 280 908

Ngareta Rossell, 9389 8163

